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whether an individual, a clan, or the government. It
can be private or public. But we cannot here go into
details, since this would require an investigation beyond
our present scope.1
The security for rent payment, an important con-
dition for the development of the instituion of absentee
landlordship, leads to an examination of the method
of rent collection and the attitude of tenants towards
this obligation. Owing to the free market for land
(i.e. the subsoil) in the town, the personal relation
between the owners and the land they own has been
reduced to the minimum. Most of the absentee
landlords know nothing about the location of the land,
the crop raised upon it, and even the men who pay the
rent. Their sole interest is the rent itself.
Rent is collected in various ways. The simplest
system is the direct one ; the landlord comes in person
to the village. But this is not a very efficient way.
It takes time and pains for the landlord to visit each
tenant in different villages. Most of the landlords are
unwilling to burden themselves with this. Moreover,
direct and personal contact sometimes handicaps the
process of collecting. The tenants may be poor and
always ready to ask for exemptions or reductions. The
landlord, on the other hand, is not infrequently inspired
by humanitarian teachings, especially if he belongs to
the old literati. On several occasions I knew that
they were reluctant to squeeze their tenants. The
conflict between traditional ethics and the practice of
living as parasites sometimes leads these gentlemen
landlords to derive only moral satisfaction from their
trip but not enough money to pay the tax. But this
direct system is limited to a small group of petty
1 Cf. Chen Han-$eng» op, dt. Chapter II, 24-41.

